CHURCH, NAMES OF MEMBERS

By Dr. Hoyt W. Allen, Jr.

Throughout both Testaments, various descriptive names are
also applied to God's people. Many of these terms used in the Old
Testament are also used in the New Testament. There is, though, a

singularly different and new name given to the people of God in the
New Testament.

Terms used in the Old Tcstament and applied to God's
people in the New Testament as well include: "members” (1
Corinthians 12:27), "disciples” (Acts 6:1; 20:7), "believers" (Acts
5:14), "saints" (Acts 9:13; 1 Corinthians 1:2), "brethren" (Romans
8:14) and “children of God" (1 John 3:1, 2), "beloved of God"
(Romans 1:7), "heirs of God" (Romans 8:17) and "royal priesthood"
(1 Peter 2:9).

There is yet another New Testament name for God's people
that was the subject of prophecy long before its application, Isaiah
taught that once the Gentiles gained admittance into the kingdom
(church) and its blessings, ali God's people would "be called by a
new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name" (Isaiah 62:1-2;
56:5). After the admission of Cornelius and his household the new
name CHRISTIAN was given God's people (Acts 11:26). Used
twice more in the New Testament (Acts 26:28; | Peter 4:16), the
term “Christian” always describes one's relationship to his Redeemer
and serves as a continuous reminder of Christ.

Plainly, don’t get short changed. Let’s be ready to meet our Maker.
The Bible {(in Acts) teaches that to avoid hell and gain heaven - one
must:

1) Believe In Jesus As Savior (16:31) 2) Repent Of Sins (17:30)
3) Confess Christ Audibly (8:37) 4) Be Baptized In Water (2:38)
5) Live A Christian Life (14:22) 6) Be Active In the Church (2:47)
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