(Continued)

Verse 20: "When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat
the Lord's Supper.” Paul is stating that they should gather to partake of the Lord's
Supper, but due to their behavior, it really makes the communion service void and
impossible.

Verse 21: "For in eating everyone taketh before other his own supper: and
one is hungry and another is drunken.” History tells us that the early Jewish Christians
often preceded the gathering together to observe the Lord's Supper with an agape meal
(love feast). This was similar to the Passover Feast (Last Supper), which preceded the
first cbservance of the Lord's Supper.

- e t, which
was a covemd dlsh fellowshlp meal Instead of wmnng for all to put thelr comnbutmns
of food on the table and eating in a non-prejudiced manner, some were eating only the
food brought by themselves or certain brethren and sitting only by themselves or with
these certain brethren (party spirit, cliques, etc). The "poor" brethren who could not
bring but very little and inexpensive food were going hungry while other brethren were
over-indulging and even getting drunk.  Thus, Paul tells them that with this type of
attitude and in their physical conditions, there was no way that they could observe the
Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner.

Verse 22: "What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the
Church of God, and shame thern that have not? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise
vou in this? I praise you not. These words cannot be taken to mean that no one is to eat
itt a church building, because as was explained under v.17, there were not any Christian
Church buildings at this writing.

egatlonmetmthebrethrenshoum Paulwasoondemmngthebreﬂ:rmnotfm
their eating and drinking at the love feast, but for their un-Christian attitudes.
Seemingly, some were not participating in the common meal with the brethren, but were
dividing off into cliques and holding private meals and excluding othess.

When Paul says, "Have ye not houses to eat and drink in?" he was saying "if
you want to have a private fellowship meal, you should have it in your own houses and
not in the midst of the rest of the congregation, as this is a congregational love feast.”

E%Abﬂﬁh&h&chqmtheywmnotbmngcmmmmmrlmkofshmmg,
as well as embarrassing those who were poorer church members. They could not bring
large amounts of food, nor the more costly food. Thus, their shameful behavior was
bringing division among the body of Christ, instead of unity and a strengthening force.
Let us strive to speak where the Scriptures speak ani remain silent where the Scriptures
are silent. Hope to see you at the next charch fellowship meal!
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